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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

PUBLIC SPEAKING  

MONDAY, MAY 2, 2016  

6:30 PM 

City Council Chambers, City Hall  

45 Lyon Terrace 

Bridgeport, CT 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Council President McCarthy called the public speaking portion of the meeting to order at 6:38 

PM.  

ROLL CALL 

 

City Clerk Lydia Martinez called roll.  

 

The following members were present: 

 

130th District: Scott Burns; Kathryn Bukovsky 

131st District: Denese Taylor-Moye 

132nd District: M. Evette Brantley; John W. Olson 

133rd District: Jeanette Herron; Thomas C. McCarthy 

134th District: Michelle A. Lyons 

135th District: Richard D. Salter 

136th District: Jose R. Casco; Alfredo Castillo 

137th District: Milta I. Feliciano; Aidee Nieves 

138th District: Anthony R. Paoletto; Nessah J. Smith 

139th District: James Holloway; Eneida L. Martinez  

 

A quorum was present. Council President McCarthy stated that Council Member Banta is on 

vacation, Council Member McBride-Lee had a small surgery earlier in the day, and Council 

Member Vizzo-Paniccia was ill.  

 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSON HAS REQUESTED PERMISSION TO 

ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, MAY 2, 2016 AT 6:30 P.M., IN THE 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 45 LYON TERRACE, BRIDGEPORT, CT. 

  

NAME                                                                      SUBJECT 

  

John Marshall Lee                                     City Finances – Budget Attention. 

30 Beacon Street                                          

Bridgeport, CT 06605 
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Mr. Lee provided the following statement. It read as follows:  

 

Council Members and taxpayers, 

 

It’s a tough fiscal year all around. Just think about Hartford that is facing a $961 Million 

projected deficit on a $19 Billion annual budget. Big numbers, right? To get balanced they must 

sit down with legislators from all parties, and parts of the State, including small towns and what 

we call big cities. But only 5% or so needs to be cut to get to balance? That shouldn’t be hard, 

should it? What will they do with funds in your budget? 

 

What are the Council budget priorities this year? A revaluation has made everyone nervous and 

the administration knows that. Perhaps that is why City publicists are saying that 60% of 

taxpayers will make lower tax payments this year? Does that mean that the other 40% will pay 

the added $28 Million if you do no cutting and no adding? How will that go down? Will 

taxpayers remain “a silent majority” by the time next Council and Mayoral elections are due? 

 

Perhaps it is not the problem of a “silent majority” but rather the fault of “silent priorities” on 

the part of City Hall and your body that causes resentment and public anger? You know people 

hate taxes in any case but when property owners reflect on the decreases in home values in the 

City represented by the $1 Billion Net Taxable Grand List reduction this year they will be 

unhappy.  

 

You are faced with what your advisor calls a 5.3% increase relative to last year’s entire budget. 

However, when you remove Education, Food service for education and Other BOE, you 

eliminate $ 259 Million from the $560 Million total. Since the BOE request of $15 Million 

received no practical recognition from the Mayor’s budget, Mayor Ganim has presented more 

than a 9% actual increase on the City side. Did you recognize that fact? 

 

As you do your “white board” cost cutting this year, please use honest numbers. On Saturday as 

you attempted to look at the most expensive budgets you posted Police Department budget as 

$53.6 Million annually. Unfortunately your budget book shows the PD in ten divisions and you 

were only including Police Administration. The CT Post included a similar mistake on Page 1 

this morning. The PD actually is projected to spend about $106 Million this coming year along 

with $65 Million for Fire if nothing is changed by you. Have you looked at Page 114 where PD 

Service Indicators are posted? Do you recognize that actual results for the past five years have 

been decreasing for the most part in calls, violent crimes, and arrest indicators? Maybe the 

numbers need to be reviewed by the “top brass” perhaps over present in the department or as 

consultants? Is there a slimmer equally effective model? 

 

Have you completed a review of what has been spent on supportive contributions where some 

cuts may be in order? For revenues why not add the fees paid by Lighthouse parents for after-

school and summer programs so that you can measure all results against resources spent? And 
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what about asking for active employment numbers by every department each month? Open? 

Transparent? Honest? You cannot expect it unless you ask for it, can you? The Airport has 

operated for at least 8 years now at deficits of hundreds of thousands? What is the economic 

justification of forcing this subsidy on taxpayers who receive no public transportation benefit 

and where business or avocational flying is for the wealthy of other communities? 

 

The Mayor provided a State of the City talk on March 3, but it did not deal with spending or 

funding priorities. More recent public comments also ignored priorities. If you fail as Council in 

setting priorities, where are your constituents left? Perhaps you must use a big knife and just cut 

6-7% and then see what the Mayor and his team will do? They have cut about 60 people so far 

but also added a similar number. That is not real cost cutting. More change will occur. But that 

is management’s problem and layoffs will be likely. But they will be more difficult without 

priorities.  

 

The “red rubber boots” are still here. Keep that in mind when approving Capital budget “wish 

lists” and operating budget increases. Our City Fund balance that should be over $40 Million 

with a FY2017 budget of this size is less than 30% that size today. It may drop into single digits 

or be wiped out at year end due to the last Finch budget that you approved last year. Where are 

your priorities? Do 22,000 school youth who live in Bridgeport figure in your priorities? Time 

will tell. 

  

Clyde Nicholson                                        Taxes.  

54 Wallace Street                                         

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

 

Mr. Nicholson stated that the last time City Hall and the schools were closed without a choice, it 

cost millions of dollars. He stated that the City should get rid of their free workers and those 

workers who have poor attendance rates. He stated that the Mayor could take a pay cut, and that 

the taxpayers are being ripped off. He stated that requesting poor workers give 10 days back to 

the City is tantamount to asking a blind man for his eyes. He stated that closing the schools to 

keep costs down is a terrible idea, and that there is not enough accessibility in terms of those in 

positions of power any more. Mr. Nicholson stated that the constituents elected the Mayor and 

Council (though they do not work for them), and that he feels the constituents have been cheated.  

 

Crystal Mack 

Ms. Mack stated that the City cutbacks are negatively affecting the children in the City, and that 

if they instead fired two individuals who frequently shirk attendance, this could be remedied. She 

stated that any state with a lottery has no excuse for a deficit, and that while prisons get funding 

for each inmate, their children lack funding and cannot meet educational benchmarks. She stated 

that there is a heroin epidemic, employees at the Fire Department have ended up with cancer as a 

result of their work, and that bullying has become a major problem. She stated that she would not 
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feel comfortable approaching legislators, and that they should start respecting each other. Ms. 

Mack stated that the Council works for the public and stated that she feels neglected as a 

constituent, citing the decline of a historically black neighborhood. She stated that there should 

be a complete audit for everyone in office and that everyone needs to start being accountable for 

the money allocated for taxpayers, children and the community. She stated that the largest policy 

scheme is due to water bills.  

 

Mary Tracey 

Ms. Tracey expressed her concern regarding the closure of two Bridgeport schools, and stated 

that she does not feel there are people to bring her concerns to as a parent. She stated that 

education should be more of a priority, and if educational concerns were addressed, the City 

would likely have a lower drug problem. She stated that it seems as if the Council and the Board 

of Education do not care about the closure situation.  

 

Cecil Young 

Mr. Young stated that he is concerned about the potential closure of the two schools. He noted 

the racial disparities evidenced through terminology used when discussing whistleblowers, 

stating that white individuals who do so are called ‘whistleblowers’, while people of color are 

frequently discredited or ignored. He stated that this is their moment to be heard, and asked the 

Council to help the constituents help themselves.  

 

Ernie Newton 

Mr. Newton stated that he would like to commend the Council for having accounting 

professionals examine the budget, which he himself suggested at the previous meeting, and that 

this is a step in the correct direction. He asked that the Council hold an emergency meeting to 

appoint Library Board Members, as self-appointment is an ill-advised idea. He asked the Council 

to move expeditiously in order to prevent the termination of Scott Hughes, who has enhanced the 

library, and is a pillar of both the black and larger Bridgeport community. Mr. Newton stated that 

some individuals do not feel they are accountable to the Mayor and City Council, as they feel 

they have their own kingdoms, and asked that the Council treat those individuals with pending 

contracts as fairly and equitably as they treat everyone else who has come before the Board.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Council President concluded the public speaking portion at 7:10 PM.  
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

MONDAY, MAY 2, 2016  

7:00 PM 

City Council Chambers, City Hall  

45 Lyon Terrace 

Bridgeport, CT 

                   

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Ganim called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.  

 

PRAYER 

 

Council Member Olson led those present in prayer.  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

City Clerk Lydia Martinez led those present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

ROLL CALL 

 

City Clerk Martinez called roll.  

 

The following members were present: 

 

130th District: Scott Burns; Kathryn Bukovsky 

131st District: Denese Taylor-Moye 

132nd District: M. Evette Brantley; John W. Olson 

133rd District: Jeanette Herron; Thomas C. McCarthy 

134th District: Michelle A. Lyons 

135th District: Richard D. Salter 

136th District: Jose R. Casco; Alfredo Castillo 

137th District: Milta I. Feliciano; Aidee Nieves 

138th District: Anthony R. Paoletto; Nessah J. Smith 

139th District: James Holloway; Eneida L. Martinez  

 

A quorum was present. Council President McCarthy stated that Council Member Banta is on 

vacation, Council Member McBride-Lee had a small surgery earlier in the day, and Council 

Member Vizzo-Paniccia was ill.  
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CITY COUNCIL CITATIONS & MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS 

  

Mayoral Proclamation: In Recognition of International Municipal Clerks Week &               

City Council Citation: In Recognition of International Municipal Clerks Week. 

 

Council President McCarthy asked that City Clerk Lydia Martinez come forward, and she was 

specifically recognized in honor of International Municipal Clerks Week. In addition, Mayor 

Ganim honored City Clerk Martinez for her service.  

 

Council President McCarthy further asked those present to join him in singing ‘Happy Birthday’ 

to City Clerk Martinez.  

 

City Clerk Martinez thanked Assistant City Clerk Ortiz and Ms. Tatiana Urena.  

 

City Council Citation: In Recognition of Lisa Nelson, a Home School Coordinator from 

Read School coordinating “Earth Day” cleanup and Planting at Svihra Park and all 

around Read School. 

 

Council Members Casco and Castillo issued a City Council Citation to Ms. Nelson in recognition 

of her service in coordinating ‘Earth Day’ cleanup and planting at Svihra Park and the 

surrounding area of Read School.  

 

Council President McCarthy recognized Ms. Nelson’s contribution and stated that she has been 

important to his professional life, as well as a friend and neighbor in his personal life.  

 

City Council Citation: In Recognition of Gary Haines an Aquarion Water Company 

Employee that helps to do improvements at the park, building benches for the community 

and kids for Read School. 

 

Council President McCarthy Tom issues a City Council Citation to Mr. Harines in recognition of 

his service as an employee of Aquarion Water Company, which helps to do improvements at the 

park, building benches for the community and kids for Read School.  

 

Mr. Haines stated that it was a great project and opportunity, and that the children seemed to 

enjoy what they accomplished. 

  

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL  

 

Approval of City Council Minutes: March 21, 2016 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER BUKOVSKY MOVED TO APPROVE THE CITY 

COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE MARCH 21, 2016 MEETING. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

  

COMMUNICATIONS TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEES: 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED TO COMBINE AND REFER THE 

FOLLOWING COMMUNICATIONS TO COMMITTEES: 

1. 100-15: COMMUNICATION FROM CITY ATTORNEY RE: TWENTY DAY 

NOTICE TO SETTLE PENDING LITIGATION PURSUANT TO MUNICIPAL 

CODE SECTION 2.10.130 WITH MARIA NUNEZ.  

2. 101-15: COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR RE: PROPOSED DRAFT LEASE 

AGREEMENT REGARDING A SITE LOCATED AT TRUMBULL GARDENS 

TO SERVE AS A SUBSTATION FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND A 

COMMUNITY CENTER FOR RESIDENTS AND STAKEHOLDERS, 

REFERRED TO CONTRACTS COMMITTEE. 

3. 102-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPED RE: PROPOSED “2016” 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT, REFERRED TO ECONOMIC AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE. 

4. 103-15: COMMUNICATION FROM CENTRAL GRANTS RE: GRANT 

SUBMISSION: BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE SMART POLICING 

INITIATIVE (PROJECT #17338), REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

5. 104-15: COMMUNICATION FROM CENTRAL GRANTS RE: GRANT 

SUBMISSION: FEMA FY 2016 PORT SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM 

(PROJECT #17388 #17389, #17390 AND #17391), REFERRED TO PUBLIC 

SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

6. 105-15: COMMUNICATION FROM CENTRAL GRANTS RE: GRANT 

SUBMISSION: SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT AGENCY ON AGING 

(SWCAA) TITLE III FUNDING OLDER AMERICANS ACT GRANT 

PROGRAM – SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITY COORDINATION (PROJECT 

#17533), REFERRED TO ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE. 

7. 106-15: COMMUNICATION FROM CENTRAL GRANTS RE: GRANT 

SUBMISSION: SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT AGENCY ON AGING 

(SWCAA) TITLE III FUNDING OLDER AMERICANS ACT GRANT 

PROGRAM – ELDERLY HISPANIC PROGRAM (PROJECT #17270), 

REFERRED TO ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
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8. 107-15: COMMUNICATION FROM HARBOR MASTER RE: PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 

12.40 – WHARVES AND VESSELS – ARTICLE II RULES AND 

REGULATIONS; AMEND SECTION 12.40.120 SPEED REGULATIONS, 

REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

9. 108-15: COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 2 ADMINISTRATION 

AND PERSONNEL, ADD NEW CHAPTER 2.126 – MUNICIPAL 

IDENTIFICATION CARD PROGRAM, REFERRED TO ORDINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

10. 109-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,TITLE 5 – BUSINESS LICENSES 

AND REGULATIONS, AMENDING VARIOUS CHAPTERS: 5.12, 5.16, 5.24, 5.32, 

5.36, 5.46, 5.48, AND 5.80 ALL RELATING TO FEES, REFERRED TO 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

11. 110-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,CHAPTER 6.04 – ANIMAL 

CONTROL REGULATIONS GENERALLY, AMEND SECTION 6.04.020, 

BUYING AND SELLING LIVE POULTRY, RELATING TO FEES, REFERRED 

TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

12. 111-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,TITLE 8 – HEALTH AND 

SAFETY, AMENDING CHAPTERS: 8.12, 8.16, 8.20, *8.28, 8.36, 8.44, 8.84 AND 

8.90 RELATING TO FEES AND AMEND TO ADD NEW SECTIONS: 8.20.660 

AND 8.28.230, REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

(*INADVERTENTLY OMITTED FROM AGENDA – CLERICAL ERROR) 

13. 112-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,CHAPTER 9.16 – WEAPONS, 

AMEND SECTION 9.16.020 PERMIT TO CARRY CERTAIN WEAPONS – FEE, 

REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

14. 113-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,CHAPTER 10.12 – STOPPING, 

STANDING AND PARKING GENERALLY, AMEND SECTION 10.12.010, 

RESTRICTIONS ON STOPPING OR PARKING GENERALLY – VIOLATIONS 

– PENALTIES – EXEMPTION, RELATING TO FEES, REFERRED TO 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

15. 114-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,TITLE 12 – STREETS, 

SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES AMENDING VARIOUS CHAPTERS: 

12.08, 12.12, 12.16 AND 12.28, RELATING TO FEES, REFERRED TO 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 
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16. 115-15: COMMUNICATION FROM OPM RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES,TITLE 15 – BUILDINGS AND 

CONSTRUCTION AMEND VARIOUS CHAPTERS: 15.08, 15.32 AND 15.36 

RELATING TO FEES, REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED TO COMBINE AND APPROVE THE 

FOLLOWING ITEMS ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR:  

1. *78-15: ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT RE: GRANT SUBMISSION: 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION FOR A NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM (PROJECT 

#17306). 

2. *79-15: ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT RE: GRANT SUBMISSION: 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION FOR A PUBLIC 

HEALTH ASSOCIATE PROGRAM TO WORK ON ISSUES RELATED TO 

CHRONIC DISEASE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION (PROJECT #17445). 

3. *82-15: ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT RE: GRANT SUBMISSION: 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION FOR A PUBLIC 

HEALTH ASSOCIATE PROGRAM TO WORK ON ISSUES RELATED TO 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT ACCREDITATION (PROJECT #17300). 

4. *88-15: ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT RE: RESOLUTION WITH 

NUPOWER THERMAL, LLC AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE ENTERPRISE 

ZONE STATUTE TO ENABLE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BRIDGEPORT 

THERMAL DISTRICT PROJECT. 

5. *90-15 (A) ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT RE: (REF. #55-14 & #29-15) 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND 

ALLOCATION OF BOND PROCEEDS FOR THE CRESCENT CROSSING 

PHASE 1B. (THE ECD&E COMMITTEE ON APRIL 6TH, 2016 (SPECIAL 

MEETING) APPROVED THE CRESCENT CROSSING PHASE 1B PROJECT 

ONLY AND REPORTED A FAVORABLE REPORT BACK TO FULL COUNCIL 

ON APRIL 18, 2016 TO REFER THE BONDING AND CAPITAL PLAN 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

FOR APPROVAL) 

6. *90-15 (B): BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT RE: RE: 

(REF. #55-14 & #29-15) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS AND ALLOCATION OF BOND PROCEEDS FOR THE 

CRESCENT CROSSING PHASE 1B. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF ADDING ITEM 81-15 GRANT SUBMISSION RE: UNITED WAY 

WORLDWIDE FUND FOR PROGRESS ON RACE IN AMERICA FOR THE SHINE A 

LIGHT PROJECT. (PROJECT #17316) TO THE AGENDA.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED THE MOTION.  

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO MOVED TO APPROVE ITEM  81-15 GRANT 

SUBMISSION RE: UNITED WAY WORLDWIDE FUND FOR PROGRESS ON RACE 

IN AMERICA FOR THE SHINE A LIGHT PROJECT. (PROJECT #17316) TO THE 

AGENDA.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED THE MOTION.  

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Council Member Olson took a point of privilege to discuss the impending conclusion of 

discussions regarding the FY16-17 Budget. He stated that a family obligation will prevent his 

attendance, but that he wished to make a statement expressing some of his observations 

regarding the Council’s joint executive and legislative obligation. Council Member Olson stated 

that they have put together a fair and equitable budget, but that the state’s current economic crisis 

has left them in limbo, and that the recent property assessment gives them no clear answer on the 

mil rate increase. He stated that it is paramount that they as Council Members do right by the 

City and its beleaguered taxpayers, and that heavy property taxes threaten their financial well-

being. He stated that the budget has been prepared by the new administration who inherited a 

multi-million dollar deficit and, like many cities across the state, a shrinking middle class and 

grower middle class as a result of decades of systematic political and economic neglect. Council 

Member Olson stated that at this stage, no one is the good or bad guy, and that they are all going 

the best they can to make a difficult decision that will act in the best interests of their 

constituents. He stated that his dearest and most passionate hope is that the Mayor and Council 

will find a way to add a substantial amount of funding to the Board of Education budget, and that 

the greatest need is caring for the City’s children.  
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** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADDING ITEM 67-15 RE: BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS 

COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 5 YEAR CAPITAL PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED TO APPROVE ITEM 67-15 RE: 

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE CITY OF 

BRIDGEPORT 5 YEAR CAPITAL PLAN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Council Member Martinez took a point of personal privilege to discuss some matters of concern. 

She stated that she would like to discuss the City’s issues with homeless individuals living in 

blighted properties with the administration. She stated that she is concerned with supporting the 

needs of homeless individuals, addressing the blighted properties and addressing the problem of 

heroin addiction within the City. Council Member Martinez stated that the two schools slated to 

close are in her district, and that she would like to re-allocate some funds in the budget to keep 

them open. She stated that the proposed budget is well put together, and hopes that it will not be 

cut in terms of public safety funds, as the safety of their constituents is paramount. Council 

Member Martinez further stated, for those members of the public present, that they research the 

history of the topic they are speaking on, as she herself actively advocated for discussion of 

O&G concerns for two years in the previous administration, and that a press conference was 

held.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED TO ADJOURN.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIANO SECONDED THE MOTION.  

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Catherine Ramos 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 


